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REPORT OF THE PRINCIPAL OF SCHOOLS 

OF THE 

AMERICAN INSTITUTE OF SACRED LITERATURE. 

{At the annual meeting, held at the Diocesan House, 29 Lafayette Place, New 
York City, October 25th, 1890.] 

To the Directors of the American Institute of Sacred Literature : — 

The Principal of Schools herewith submits his first Annual Report. The 
Report will include (1) a brief statement of the work of the Institute during 
the year which has closed, and (2) recommendations concerning the work for 
the future. At the meeting of the organization, held in New York City, 
October 12th, a work was reorganized which had been in progress nine years. 
During four of these nine years it had been conducted as a personal under- 
taking, and during the remaining five under the auspices of the American 
Institute of Hebrew. By the action of the American Institute of Hebrew, 
taken at a meeting held in New Haven in May, 1889, the work of the Institute 
of Hebrew terminated December 1, 1889. The five years' work of the Institute 
of Hebrew, confined exclusively to Hebrew and the cognate languages, formed, 
therefore, the basis on which the new work of the Institute of Sacred Litera- 
ture was to be built. There was really no dividing line between the two. On 
December 1st, the work, which had before that date been done under the name 
of one organization, went on without change or interruption under the new 
organization. Additional departments had, meanwhile, been organized, and 
were in operation. By a vote of the Institute of Sacred Literature, at its 
meeting in April, 1890, the Institute agreed to assume the responsibilities of 
the Institute of Hebrew as soon as the fifth Annual Report of the Institute of 
Hebrew should have been acted upon. At a meeting held this morning at 
nine o'clock, the Reports of the Principal of Schools and of the Treasurer were 
received by a quorum of the old Institute of Hebrew. This action makes the 
connection between the two organizations complete, and binds them together 
as one. 

The history of the year's work is a most significant and interesting one. 
More than eight hundred students have been enrolled during the year in its 
correspondence courses, more than one thousand students received instruction 
during the summer in the various schools held under its auspices, and a 
thousand special examiners in every State and many foreign countries are to- 
day preparing groups of men and women for the special examination which is 
to be offered by the Institute December 30th on the Life of the Christ. The 
year beginning October 1, 1889, has not been a complete year. The first 
prospectus was not ready until late in November. Work in the several depart- 
ments was not opened until January 1 ; yet, in spite of delays and difficulties, 
the work has developed in a manner which is exceedingly gratifying. In the 
detailed history of the. year the Report will consider in order (1) the work of 
the Correspondence Schools, the Institute Clubs, and the Examination Clubs 
conducted directly by the Institute itself, (2) the work of the Institute accom- 
plished through its Local Boards, and (3) the work accomplished in connection 
with outside organizations. 
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1. THE HEBREW CORRESPONDENCE SCHOOLS. 
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Letters written with papers and in general work of the School, - 1257 

REMARKS UPON THE STATISTICS. 

1) During 1886 the number of examination papers corrected in Hebrew was. 
4,313 ; during 1887, a year of only eleven months, 3,950 ; during 1888, 4,504 ; dur- 
ing 1889, 5,045 ; during 1890, calculating from October 1, 1889, to October 1, 
1890, about 5,300. 

2) During the first six years of the School there were completed 219 courses,, 
during the seventh year 79, during the eighth year 79, during the ninth year 
107, during the tenth year 81. 

3) As has been stated, the arrangements for correspondence work in Greek 
and the English Bible were not completed until after January 1st ; the report 
of these departments, therefore, covers the period of practically eight months- 
instead of twelve. The number of members, as well as recitations, is rapidly 
increasing. 

4) Not a few members, who had hitherto been working in Hebrew, have- 
been transferred to one of the English or Greek courses. The number of those- 
who have stopped work during the year is about the same as in preceding 
years. The number of new students is less in proportion, because, during the 
months October to December, 1889 — the best months in the year for receiving 
students — no aggressive effort was made, and because of uncertainty of the- 
plans which might be adopted by the new Institute. 

5) The reasons for discontinuance may be classified as follows : (a) entrance 
upon seminary studies, (6) failure, (c) death, (d) over-pressure of regular 
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duties, (e) permanent appointment to some denominational work, (/) dis- 
couragment, (g) insufficient education. 

Assistants in the Correspondence Work. — In the work of the year the 
Principal has been assisted by Mr. C. E. Crandall, to whom has been entrusted 
much of the detail relating to the Hebrew correspondence work. Mr. Crandall 
has been connected with this work for eight years. His work demands the 
most painstaking accuracy, as well as a large amount of patience. In both of 
these qualities he excels. Mr. George S. Goodspeed has taken charge of the 
papers in the Greek correspondence work, and has assisted in the preparation 
of the printed lesson-sheets of that department. Mr. F. K. Sanders, besides 
assisting in the work of correcting Hebrew papers, has prepared the 
lesson-papers, corrected the examination papers in the English Bible 
Department, and also assisted in the general aggressive work of the Institute. 
Mr. Daniel Shepardson, Jr., has, since August 1st, assisted in correcting 
Hebrew and Arabic papers. The work of the Examination Department has 
been conducted during the early part of the year by Mr. A. M. Wilson, and 
during the latter part by Mr. Shepardson and Miss G. L. Chamberlain. 
Assistance of a most valuable character in all departments has been rendered 
by the stenographers, Miss H. J. Bassett and Miss J. R. Cobb. 

2. INSTITUTE BIBLE CLUBS. 

1) The general attitude toward them. — There is evidence of a clear and 
satisfactory nature that many people are looking for the work done in this de- 
partment, viz., a systematic Bible study furnishing definite results. There are 
scores of inquiries in reference to it. As soon as a feasible scheme has been 
presented we may confidently expect a ready acceptance. 

2) The work of the year. — During the past year this part of the work has 
not received the share of attention which it deserved. There has been some 
definite correspondence with clubs, and a large number are now ready to begin 
work. It is not possible, however, to report any considerable amount of work 
on the part of clubs during the past year.. Special mention may be made of 
the club at New Bedford, Mass., which has done earnest and faithful work 
throughout the year — work, too, which has shown most marked improvement 
from week to week. The other departments of the Institute demanded so 
much attention that little has been done to push the work of this department. 
The announcements made in the general circular were hardly definite 
enough, and there was a confusion between corresponding clubs and non- 
corresponding clubs ; and this indefiniteness has prevented our realizing the 
results otherwise attainable. 

3) New plans. — As an outcome of the experience of the year, we have been 
able to formulate a plan which will reduce the burden on the office, and con- 
sequently the expense. A pamphlet has been prepared indicating clearly the 
object, method, courses, cost, etc., of a Bible club. Various Young Peoples' 
Societies are manifesting a decided interest in Bible study. Advanced classes 
in Sunday-schools and in Y. M. C. A.'s are ready to take it up. The different 
factors in the case are now clearly presented, and it is only necessary that 
we move forward to enroll, at a small calculation, 500-1000 clubs during the 
coming year. Clubs will be, as heretofore, of two kinds, corresponding and 
non-corresponding. A corresponding club will choose a secretary and leader, 
pay a fee of $5.00, with an additional 50 cents for each member of the club, 
be enrolled under the name of its leader, with whom correspondence will be 
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conducted, carry out its work regularly according to a carefully prepared 
direction-sheet which is sent to each member of the club, report its work every 
two weeks (at the same time sending in (a) the results of the topical work 
done on the studies, (b) answers to the questions of an examination-paper 
furnished for each lesson, (c) questions on the paper which may be asked by 
members of the class), and receive an examination at the close of its work. 
The fee of $5.00 will pay for the correspondence instruction of the leader. 
This insures the maintenance of a high standard of work, and the proper use 
by the leader of the material. The leader will keep several weeks ahead of his 
class. Non-corresponding clubs will be enrolled for a fee of 50 cents for each 
member. Over these clubs the Institute will exercise control in regard to the 
instructor, reserving the right to reject him. It will furnish to each member of 
the club a direction-sheet for study, and will give each member of the club an 
examination at the close. 

3. THE EXAMINATION DEPARTMENT. 

1) The plan. — For the general plan of the proposed examination on the 
Life of the Christ you are referred to the accompanying circular, which an- 
nounces the grades of the examination, the required preparation, the' time and 
places, the work of the Special Examiners, the character of the enrollment, 
method of conducting the examination, the certificates to be granted, and the 
fee, with specimen examination-papers. In addition to the material contained 
in this circular, we have granted permission to Special Examiners to use their 
own discretion in inviting to join their groups in the examination, without 
charge, those who, through timidity or for other sufficient reason, do not wish 
to have their papers examined or to try for the certificate of the Institute. If 
these persons, after trying the examination and finding their knowledge more 
complete, decide to have their papers examined, they are to be forwarded with 
other papers of the group, with the examination-fee of 50 cents. 

2) The work which has been done. — (1) There have been distributed 30,000 
announcements and 20,000 direction-sheets, besides a large amount of other 
printed matter ; (2) the plan has been presented at ten summer schools, in both 
the religious and secular press, especially in The Sunday-School Times and 
The Old and New Testament Student ; (3) it has been presented and dis- 
cussed at many Sunday-school conventions and conventions of Young Peoples' 
Societies ; (4) the work, however, has been accomplished chiefly through 
Special Examiners (5,000 persons, ministers and Christian workers, whose 
names have been gathered from every possible source, have been solicited to 
act as Examiners) ; (5) careful attention has been given to those who have 
made inquiry for information, and through these many groups for examination 
have been obtained ; (6) in several large cities the plan has been presented at 
the meetings of ministers' associations. 

3) The present situation. — There are enrolled as examiners 1,000 names, 
as is shown by the accompanying lists. In the list are represented 44 States 
and Territories, 9 Provinces of Canada, Mexico, England, Ireland, Japan, 
China, Syria and India. From reports received we may be confident that at 
least 600 of these examiners are conducting Bible-classes of from 5 to 50 mem- 
bers, each of which is studying the Gospel of Luke with a view to this exam- 
tion. Many examiners, who are Sunday-school superintendents, are present- 
ing the matter to their entire schools, and through an arrangement of different 
grades of questions, are trying to stimulate the study of the Sunday-school 
lessons of the entire school by the aid of the examination. 
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4) Difficulties. — In prosecuting the plan many difficulties have presented 
themselves ; as (i) that of securing the attention of the persons addressed. 
Of the 5,000 people with whom communication have been entered into, 1,000 
have accepted and less than 700 have refused. 3,000, however, have given no 
heed to the request. This is probably due to the fact that printed letters have 
been sent them. In future, printed letters will be used as little as possible, 
and personal letters substituted for them. (2) That of securing examiners. 
Of the 700 who have refused to act, the prevailing reason assigned is lack of 
time. Ministers with large parishes are too busy. In some cases the work 
has been delegated to assistants with good results. It would be better to try 
to reach Sunday-school superintendents and Bible-teachers directly, but there 
is great difficulty in obtaining the names of such persons. Besides, it is not 
safe to ask persons of whom we know nothing but the name. There is great 
danger all the time of appointing the wrong person. There is, therefore, need 
of 'extreme caution in this regard, and while some mistakes have been made, 
it is believed that in general only the best persons have been selected. (3) 
Experience also is necessary before the work could be properly organized. 
The novelty of the undertaking has been an obstacle in its way. People are 
not accustomed to think of the responsibility of preparation in Sunday-school 
Bible study, nor are they willing to give the time necessary. (4) The majority 
of people dread an examination upon a subject upon which they should be, but 
are not, familiar. (5) At the first announcement the expense was too great. 
It was an experiment. If few took the examination, the few must be charged 
enough to cover the expense. As soon as it was seen that the plan was an 
acceptable one, the fee was made 50 cents for every person taking the exam- 
ination, whether singly or in groups. 

5) The outlook. — It is clearly evident that the plan has received a most 
cordial reception wherever it has been presented. Conventions of Young 
People's Societies are advocating it in many cases, although unsolicited by us. 
New Hampshire is undergoing systematic canvassing by the Christian 
Endeavor Society. The same has also been inaugurated in Wisconsin, Iowa 
and other States. From these States there are reports of enthusiastic clubs. 
Hundreds of letters received from every quarter asking for information con- 
cerning the plan show that there is a field, and need of some such incentive. 
Scarcely a single letter has been received disapproving of the plan. Many 
examiners, who have been unable for various reasons to form clubs this year, 
write that they will take hold next year ; and that they have no doubt of their 
ability to secure groups for the examination in '91, in which case there will be 
more time for preparation and canvassing of the field. The broadening of 
the plan by allowing examiners to invite, at their discretion, others to take part 
who do not wish to send their papers to the Institute, will, without doubt, help 
to take away the fear of the examination, and will make it possible for it to be 
taken by a much larger number. With systematic care and proper aggressive 
work in the lines already inaugurated, it seems practically certain that at least 
10,000 people may take the examination this year, and double that number the 
following year. 

4. THE INSTITUTE LOCAL BOARDS. 

1) The Philadelphia Local Board of the American Institute of Sacred 
Literature had its real beginning in a meeting held at the Protestant Epis- 
copal Divinity School, June 24, 1889. At that meeting a committee was 
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appointed to get together, at a later time, a number of gentlemen who would 
be interested in the proposed organization. That committee was composed of 
the Rev. Drs. Bartlett, Beckley, Dana, Hilprecht and Trumbull, and the Rev. 
Mr. Batten. This committee gave a dinner at the Hotel Stratford, October 31, 
1889. At that dinner the Principal explained, in detail, the proposed work of 
the American Institute and of the Local Boards. A Board of Directors, as 
named below, was selected. 

Directors— Rev. Dr. George D. Baker, Rev. L. W. Batten, Rev. Dr. Edward 
T. Bartlett, Rev. Dr. John T. Beckley, Rev. Dr. C. W. Buoy, Kev. Dr. George 
Dana Boardman, Mr. George H. Crozer, Rev. Dr. S. W. Dana, Rev. Dr. 
Charles A. Dickey, Prof. W. R. Harper, Prof. J. Rendel Harris, Mr. Charles 
C. Harrison, Prof. H. V. Hilprecht, Rev. Dr. Henry E. Jacobs. Major W. H. 
Lambert, Rev. Dr. W. J. Mann, Rev. Dr. S. D. McConnell, Rev. Dr. W: N. 
McVickar, Mr. Robert C. Ogden, Hon. Robert E Pattison, Dr. William 
Pepper, Rev. Dr. J. DeWolfe Perry, Rev. Dr. Henry G. Weston. 

Officers — President, Rev. Dr. S. W. Dana ; Treasurer, Major W. H. Lam- 
bert ; Secretary, Rev. L. W. Batten. 

Executive Committee— Rev. Dr. E. T. Bartlett, Rev. Dr. John T. Beckley, 
Rev. Dr. Henry E. Jacobs, Rev. L. W. Batten, Secretary ; Rev. Dr. S. W. 
Dana. 

Finance Committee — Rev. Dr. C. W. Buoy, Mr. George H. Crozer, Major 
W. H. Lambert, Treas. ; Rev. Dr. W. J. Mann, Rev. Dr. W. N. McVickar. 

The Constitution of the Society has been filed with the Principal of Schools, 
and is in accordance with the general Constitution of the Institute of Sacred 
Literature. Under the direction of the Philadelphia Local Board there have 
been conducted (1) a winter course of ten lectures on the earlier Old Testament 
Prophets, with an examination, and (2) a summer school of three weeks (June 
12th to July 2d), for the details of which you are referred to the accompanying 
circulars and the Annual Report of the Philadelphia Local Board. The plans 
of the Philadelphia Local Board for the coming winter are more comprehensive 
than those of last winter, it being proposed to offer instruction not only in the 
Old Testament, but likewise in the New Testament, and, still further, in the 
biblical languages. The Board is considering the question, and perhaps at 
this date has decided it, whether it will not be better to conduct a winter 
school on a larger scale and give up the summer school. The intense heat of 
Philadelphia, and the early season at which the school is held, prevent a large 
attendance. On the other hand, the local interest is very great, and no 
locality presents a more encouraging field for the work of the Institute. 

2) The New Haven Local Board of the American Institute of Sacred 
Literature was organized in November, 1889. The following Board of Directors 
was selected. 

Members of the Local Board — L. O. Baird, Charles L. Baldwin, J. B. 
Baldwin, Lester Bradner, Sr., Rev. Dr. M. B. Chapman, Rev. E. A. Cleave- 
land, Rev. James A. Coote, A. W. Holmes, C. H. Howland, S. C. Johnson, 
Rev. E. S. Lines, Rev. F. R. Luckey, Rev. W. F. Markwick, Rev. John H. 
Mason, Rev. Dr. S. McChesney, J. Y. McDermott, Solomon Mead, Rev. D. 
Means, E. E. Mix, Rev. Dr. T. T. Munger, Rev. H. P. Nichols, Frank W. 
Pardee, Rev. E. M. Poteat, F. C. Sherman, Rev. Dr. Newman Smyth, W. L. 
Squires, John W. Townsend, J. B. Underwood, Pierce N. Welch. 

The following officers were appointed: — Prof. George B. Stevens, D. D., 
President ; Rev. M. B. Chapman, D. D., Vice-President ; Samuel C. Johnson, 
Secretary ; Lester Bradner, Sr., Treasurer ; William R. Harper, Principal of 
Schools. 

The Constitution of the Board has been filed with the Principal of Schools, 
and is in accordance with the Constitution of the Institute. Under the direc- 
24 



37° Report of the Principal of Schools of the [Dec, 

tion of the Board there have been conducted (i) a Winter School, furnishing 
instruction in the English Bible — Old and New Testament — and beginning 
Greek ; (2) a Summer School (May 22d to June nth), for the details of which 
you are referred to the circulars of announcement and the Report of the New 
Haven Local Board. 

3) The Chicago Local 5<?ar^ was organized in January, 1890. The following 
gentlemen were selected as the officers of the Board : — W. C. Roberts, D. D., 
LL. D., President; S. I. Curtiss, D. D., Vice-President; Charles Horswell, 
B. D., Secretary ; J. H. Houghteling, Treasurer. 

The following were the committees appointed : — 

Committee of Instruction — Prof. E. L. Curtis, Rev. W. H. Vibbert, Rev. 
A. K. Parker, Messrs. A. G. Lane and R. E. Jenkins. 

Committee of Finance — Messrs. J. L. Houghteling, J. B. Hobbs, C. F. 
Gates, O. S. Lyford, and Rev. M. W. Stryker, all of Chicago. 

Under the direction of this Board there was conducted a Summer School at 
Lake Bluff, 111. (Aug. 14-Sept. 3). Instruction was given in the English Bible, 
Hebrew, New Testament Greek and Arabic. The School was under the joint 
management of the Chicago Local Board and the Lake Bluff Assembly, the 
latter contributing one thousand dollars toward the expenses of the school. 
For the details of the work you are referred to the circular of announcement 
and the Report of the Secretary of the Chicago Local Board. 

4) The Boston Local Board was organizedin May, 1890. The following are 
the officers and directors selected : — 

Officers — President, Prof. C. R. Brown, Newton Centre, Mass. ; Vice- 
President, Dean William E. Huntington, 12 Somerset St., Boston ; Secretary, 
Edward H. Chandler, Room 30, Congregational House, Boston ; Treasurer, 
A. G. Lawson, D. D., 41 Temple Place, Boston; Auditor, Hon. E. M. 
McPherson, 5 Tremont St., Boston ; Directors (ex-officio), Prof. W. R. Harper, 
Prof. J. H. Thayer, Prof. C. R. Brown,. Prof. M. D. Buell. Term expires in 
1891 — Prof. E. D. Burton, Newton Centre ; Rev. Francis E. Clark, Auburn- 
dale ; Rev. A. J. Gordon, Boston ; Rev. J. W. Hamilton, East Boston ; Prof. 
H. S. Nash, Cambridge ; Prof. W. H. Ryder, Andover ; Rev. J. L. Scott, 
Jamaica Plain ; Mr. F. P. Shumway, Jr. , Melrose ; Rev. R. Cotton Smith, 
Boston ; Mr. A. R. Weed, Newton. Term expires in 1892 — Prof. D. W. 
Abercrombie, Worcester ; Rev. D. N. Beach, Cambridge ; Mr. J. L. Gordon, 
Boston ; Rev. W. E. Griffis, Boston ; Rev. W. I. Haven, Boston ; Rev. G. E, 
Horr, Charlestown ; Prof. Max Kellner, Cambridge ; Rev. F. H. Knight. 
Jamaica Plain ; Rev. Charles Parkhurst, Boston ; Rev. F. W. Ryder, East 
Boston. Term expires in 1893 — Mr. Howard A. Bridgman, Boston ; Rev. 
Phillips Brooks, Boston; Mr. Edward H. Chandler, Boston; Mr. M. F. 
Dickinson, Jr. , Boston ; Dr. Samuel Eliot, Boston ; Dean W. E. Huntington, 
Boston ; Rev. Albert G. Lawson, Roxbury ; Hon. E. M. McPherson, Boston ; 
Rev. W. D. Roberts, Boston. 

The season was so far advanced that it was decided not to arrange for 
summer work. An active interest has been shown, and a liberal programme 
for winter instruction has been prepared, including lecture courses, with 
examinations, on Old Testament Prophecy of the Assyrian period, the Closing 
Events of our Lord's Life, and class-room instruction in Hebrew and New 
Testament Greek both for beginners and advanced students. For the details 
you are referred to the circular of announcement. 

5. WORK IN CONNECTION WITH OUTSIDE ORGANIZATIONS. 

1) Chautauqua Work. — In accordance with the policy adopted by the Direc- 
tors, schools were held at Chautauqua, N. Y., under the joint management of 
the Institute of Sacred Literature and the Chautauqua Assembly. These 
schools were : — 



1890] American Institute of Sacred Literature. 371 

(1) A Christian Endeavor School of the English Bible (July 5-July 18), with 
which the authorities of the Y. P. S. C. E. were officially connected. The 
students who made application for this school numbered about 45. It was 
found practicable to join the classes of this school with those of the General 
School of the English Bible conducted at the same time at Chautauqua. Pres. 
P. E. Clark of the Christian Endeavor was present at the opening of the school 
and delivered the preliminary address. 

(2) College Students' School of the English Bible (July 19- Aug. 1), in the 
management of which the International Committee of the Y. M. C. A. also 
shared. Instruction was given in the English Bible — Old and New Testament 
— by Professors Broadus, Ballantine and Harper. Special lectures on the 
College Y. M. C. A. work were given by Messrs. C. K. Ober and J. R. Mott, 
the secretaries of the International Committee. The attendance in this school 
varied in different classes ; the maximum reached in any class was 69. 

(3) The Bible Teachers' School of the English Bible (Aug. 2-15), in which 
instruction was given in the English Bible — Old and New Testament — by 
Professors Ballantine, Horswell and Harper. The maximum attendance in 
any one class was 45. 

(4) Three General Schools of the English Bible (July 5-Aug. 15), in which 
instruction was given in the English Bible — Old and New Testament — by 
Professors Burnham, McClenahan, Horswell, Weidner, Ballantine, Broadus, 
Batten and Harper. The maximum attendance in any one class was 145. 

(5) Two schools of Hebrew, three weeks each, beginning respectively July 
5th, July 26th, in which instruction was given in Hebrew, Arabic and Assyrian 
by Professors McClenahan, Harper, Horswell, Ballantine, Burnham, Batten, 
and by Dr. Robert F. Harper ; the number of students enrolled, 54. 

(6) Two schools of New Testament Greek, beginning respectively July 5th, 
July 26th, in which courses for beginners and more advanced students were 
provided and instructed by Professors Weidner and Horswell. The work of 
the school included also special lectures on topics connected with Oriental and 
Biblical History and Literature, and special Bible studies on the Minor Pro- 
phets and Psalms. These lectures were attended by £00-3000 people. In 
order to show the constituency of the schools, the following statistics may be 
of interest : — 

The following educational institutions were represented by members of 
faculty, who took work in the School of Sacred Literature : — 

Clark University, Ga. ; Knoxville College, Tenn. ; Cotner University, Neb. ; 
Trinity University, Texas ; Columbia Theological Seminary, S. C. ; Caldwell 
University, Ky. ; McMaster University, Canada ; Bishop Ridley College, 
Ontario ; Danville Theological Seminary, Ky. ; Hiram College, Ohio ; Wash- 
burn College, Kansas ; Healdsburg College, California ; Bethany College, W. 
Va. ; Indiana University, Indiana ; Rio Grande College, Ohio ; Fisk Univer- 
sity, Tenn. ; Chicago Central Bible School ; Wheaton College, 111. ; Brethren's 
Normal College, Pa. ; Slavic Bible Readers' School, Ohio ; Bucknell Univer- 
sity, Pa. ; Lehigh University, Pa. ; Hillsdale College, Mich. ; University of 
Vermont ; Centre College, Ky. ; Battle Creek College, Mich. ; Oxford Female 
College, O. ; Ohio Wesleyan University ; Millersburg Female College, Ky. ; 
Mt. Morris College, 111. ; Oberlin, O. ; Gammon Theological Seminary, Ga. 

The following educational institutions were represented by students : — 

Rollins College, Florida ; University of Michigan ; Garrett Biblical Institute ; 
Adelbert College ; Rochester Theological Seminary ; Union College, New 
York ; Chicago Theological Seminary ; University of Wooster, O. ; Yale ; 
Virginia Theological Seminary ; Cornell ; Crozer Seminary ; Episcopal 
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Theological Seminary, Mass. ; Harvard ; Amherst ; Westminister, Pa. ; Nor- 
mal College, Pa. ; Westminister Theological Seminary, Ind. ; Washington and 
Jefferson, Pa. ; University of Rochester, N. Y. ; Buchtel College, O. ; Hamil- 
ton College, N. Y. ; Bucknell University, Pa. ; Oberlin ; Princeton ; De Pauw 
University, Ind. ; General Theological Seminary, N. Y. ; Alma College, Ont. ; 
University of Minnesota ; Mt. Holyoke College, Mass. ; Colgate University, 
N. Y. ; Syracuse University, N. Y. ; Denison University, O. ; Battle Creek 
College, Mich. ; Swathmore College, Pa. ; Tufts Divinity School, Mass. ; 
Woman's Medical College, Pa. 

States represented by members of School of Sacred Literature : New York 
64, Pennsylvania 50, Ohio 50, Illinois, 20, Michigan 17, Connecticut 15, Massa- 
chusetts 11, Kentucky 10, Georgia 6, New Jersey 6, Iowa 6, Indiana 6, Texas 5 , 
Virginia 5, Minnesota 5, Canada 5, Tennessee 4, Nebraska 3, Rhode Island 3, 
West Virginia 2, Vermont 2, South Carolina 2, Maryland 2, Missouri 2, Colorado 
2, California 2, Florida 1, District of Columbia 1, Mississippi 1, Kansas 1, North 
Carolina 1, Wisconsin 1, Prince Edward Island 1. 

Denominations of students in School of Sacred Literature : — 
Presbyterian 84, Methodist Episcopal 64, Congregational 37, Baptist 30, Pro- 
testant Episcopal 20, United Presbyterian 18, Seven Day Adventists 8, 
Disciples 7, Friends 5, German Baptist 5, Cumberland Presbyterian 4, Free 
Baptist 4, Unitarian 4, Reformed 3, Reformed Presbyterian 2, United 
Brethren 2, Universalist 2, Lutheran 2, Church of Christ 1, Evangelical 
Lutheran 1, Dutch Reformed 1, Evangelical Association 1, Methodist Pro- 
testant 1, M. E. South 1. 

Occupations of students in School of Sacred Literature : — 
Ministers 50, college students 44, college professors 27, preparatory school 
students 21, theological students 20, home duties 19, public school teachers 15, 
teachers (grade not given) 12, teachers in academy 7, teachers in high schools 
5, teachers in theological seminaries 4, Y. M. C. A. secretaries 3, college presi- 
dents 2, teachers in seminary 2, teachers in normal schools 2, teachers of 
music 2, medical missionary 2, superintendent of Sunday-school work 1, lum- 
ber dealer 1, carpenter i, Bible school teacher 1, editor 1, normal college 
teacher 1, dressmaker 1, dentist 1, travelling salesman 1, evangelist 1, mer- 
chant 1, city missionary 1, patent lawyer 1, elocutionist 1, medical student 1, 
law student 1, miller 1, banker 1, clerk 1, fruit grower 1, builder 1, principal of 
schools 1. 

Degrees received by Members of School of Sacred Literature : — 

A. B. 66, A. M. 27, B. S. 8, B. D. 7, B. Ph. 2, Ph. D. 1, D. D. 3, LL. B. 2, 

M. D. 2, B. Let. 2, M. E. D. 2, B. E. D. 1, M. Ph. 1, C. E. 1, B. P. 1, M. S. 1. 

Members of C. L. S. C. 75. Members of Correspondence College 19. 
2) Other Assembly work. — Besides the work done in connection with the 

Chautauqua Assembly, the following special courses and Assembly work were 

carried on under the auspices of the Institute : — 

(1) The Utah School (July 8-30). The work of this school included Hebrew 
and the English New Testament, under the charge of Prof. E. L. Curtis, 
McCormick Theological Seminary, and the Rev. Thomas F. Day. Forty-nine 
students were in attendance, for the most part ministers and teachers. The 
work is reported as having been most enthusiastic. Of the 49, 4 carried on the 
study of Hebrew during the three weeks, 45 made a special study of the Gos- 
pel of Luke, devoting to it 30 hours of class-room work in six days. 

(2) The Silver Lake School, conducted by Rev. W. C. Wilbor, Ph. D. (July 
14- Aug. 7). In this school 12 students made a careful study of the Gospel of 
Luke in English. No classes in Greek and Hebrew were organized, though 
instruction in these subjects was offered by Rev. J. A. Smith and the Rev. J. 
L. Davies. 

(3) The Bay View School (July 25-Aug. 15). In this school 57 persons were 
enrolled, 17 in recitation class and 40 in the lectures, all paying fees. The 
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instructors were Dr. F. K. Sanders in Hebrew and the Old Testament, Prof. 
W. J. Phelps in Greek and the New Testament, and Dr. Duryea general 
lecturer. There were given two hours a day of Hebrew instruction, two of New 
Testament Greek, two of English Bible, Old Testament History and the Gospel 
of Luke and one course of lectures. It is of interest to know that 10 corre- 
spondence students have already been received from this school. 

(4) Sayler Springs School (July 27-Aug. 10). Instruction was offered in 
Greek, Hebrew and the English Bible. No Greek class was organized, and 
beginning Hebrew was organized under Prof. Ira M. Price, and the class in 
the English Bible under Prof. A. A. Kendrick. The interest in the school was 
not great. 

(5) Framingham Assembly (July). No fees were charged at this assembly. 
Mr. Clyde H. Votaw conducted work under the direction of the Institute in the 
English New Testament and in New Testament Greek. The success of the 
work was marked, 65 students being enrolled in the Greek class, and 100 in 
the course in Luke. This beginning work was so successful as to occasion a 
request by those in charge of the Assembly for a regularly organized school 
next summer. 

Correspondence is already in progress with a large number of the Assem- 
blies for a union of effort in the work of next season. 

6. THE SUMMER SCHOOLS. 

i) SCHOOLS — DATES — PLACES. 

i. New England School, May 22 (9 a. m.} — June 11 (6 p. m.), Yale Divinity 
School, New Haven, Conn. 2. Philadelphia School, June 12 (9 a. m.) — July 2 
(6 p. m.), University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, Pa. 3. First Chautauqua 
School, July 5 (9 a. m.)— July 25 (6 p. m.), Chautauqua, N. Y. 4. Second 
Chautauqua School, July 26 (9 a. m.) — Aug. 14 (6 p. m.), Chautauqua, N. Y. 
5. Chicago School, Aug. 14 (9 a. m.) — Sept. 3 (6 p. m.), Lake Bluff (near 
Chicago), Illinois. 

2) INSTRUCTORS. 

Prof. W. G. Ballantine, Rev. L. W. Batten, Pres. John A. Broadus, Prof. 
C. R. Brown, Prof. S. Burnham, Prof. A. S. Carrier, Prof. James A. Craig, 
C. E. Crandall, Prof. E. L. Curtis, Prof. George H. Gilbert, George S. Good- 
speed, Prof. E. P. Gould, Robert Francis Harper, Prof. W. R. Harper, Prof. 
H. V. Hilprecht, Prof. Charles Horswell, Prof. Morris Jastrow, Pro£ Wallace 
W. Lovejoy, Prof. D. A. McClenahan, Prof. F. W. Phelps, Frank C. Porter, 
Prof. R. W. Rogers, Prof. John R. Sampey, F. K. Sanders, Prof. George B. 
Stevens, Prof. J. M. Stifler, Prof. Barnard C. Taylor, W. C. Wilbor, Bishop 
John H. Vincent, Prof. Revere F. Weidner, A. M. Wilson. 

3) The membership was as follows : — 

New England School 251 



Philadelphia 

Chautauqua 

Chicago 

Bay View 

Utah 

Silver Lake 

Framingham 



101 
334 
91 
57 
49 
12 

165 



Total, 1060 

4) For the details of the work in each school, you are referred to what has 
already been said in the special reports which accompany this general report. 
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7. GENERAL AFFILIATION WITH OTHER INSTITUTIONS. 

1) Affiliation with the Theological Union of Victoria College. — At the 
annual business meeting of the Theological Union of Victoria College, the 
Secretary, on behalf of the Committee on Correspondence School, reported a 
scheme of affiliation with " The American Institute of Sacred Literature," by 
which the present F. T. L. course of the Theological Union should be sup- 
planted by a course selected from the Correspondence School Department of 
the A. I. S. L., to be selected from the courses in Biblical Hebrew, New 
Testament Greek and the English Bible ; the reading and examination to be 
done through the instructors of the Institute, and the degree of " Fellow in 
Theological Literature " to be granted by the Union when certificates of hav- 
ing passed the studies required by the curriculum are received from the Prin- 
cipal of Institute schools. Revs. N. Burwash, S. T. D. ; G. C. Workman, Ph. 
D. ; F. H. Wallace, B. D. ; D. G. Sutherland, D. D. ; and A. M. Phillips, B. 
D., were appointed a committee to prepare a curriculum and perfect arrange- 
ments with the Institute for the F. T. L. course. 

The committee selected nine courses, three in Hebrew, three in Greek, and 
three in the English Bible. The plan of affiliation provides that (1) the 
regular fee shall be paid, (2) that an allowance of $ 1.00 per student be given to 
the Secretary of the Union, to be employed in advertising and circularizing, 
(3) to give certificates only to those who do work of a high order of merit. 
Already many of their ministers have .been enrolled in the school, and are 
taking an active part in the club and examination work of the Institute. 

2) The Christian Endeavor and other societies. — Besides the action which 
has been taken by several Christian Endeavor State Conventions, viz., New 
Hampshire, Iowa, Wisconsin, and others, the President and General Secretary 
of the Christian Endeavor Society, together with the Board of Trustees, are 
considering the question of making Bible study an important feature hence- 
forth of that organization. The question has also been asked whether the 
work of the Society may be conducted through the American Institute of 
Sacred Literature if the Directors of the Institute will consent to an arrange- 
ment looking to that end. It is proposed that in each Christian Endeavor 
Local Society there shall be appointed a Bible committee, whose business it 
shall be to organize, so far as possible, Bible work in connection with that 
Society. Through this Bible committee, and through the combined Bible 
committees of Christian Endeavor Unions, an effort will be made (1) to induce 
members of the society to attend the summer schools held under the auspices 
of the Institute, and, if necessary, to organize in connection with the Institute 
new summer schools, (2) to organize winter schools and courses of instruction, 
(3) to induce those capable of so doing to enter the correspondence courses of 
the Institute, (4) to organize, where possible, corresponding clubs, and (5) 
where none of the plans may be introduced, to organize clubs for the Institute's 
examinations. The plan provides that all communications shall be sent to the 
Institute direct, that all fees shall be paid the Institute, and that the Institute 
shall assume the responsibility for all instruction. The definite plan is now 
under consideration. No one can doubt that this is a most significant move- 
ment. The only question that suggests itself is, how the Institute can provide 
for such an enormous increase in its work. But for the thorough organization 
thus far effected, such an affiliation would be impracticable. 

3) The College Y. M. C. A's. — One of the most fruitful fields for work is the 
American college. If there are any men who ought to be induced to study 
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the Bible, it is college men. The active religious work of the College 
Y. M. C. A's should be supplemented by the rigorous intellectual study 
of the Bible. With this end in view, plans are being prepared 
looking toward an arrangement by which college men shall be induced 
(1) to attend the summer schools of the Institute ; (2) take up individually 
the correspondence work ; (3) to organize Bible Institutes of three and four 
days' duration ; (4) to take examinations on special courses of study. These 
arrangements have already been completed in several institutions — e. g., 
Yale, Vassar, Colgate, Wellesley , and others. The International Committee 
is somewhat slow to join hands in the work, but decided progress has been 
made within the past 60 days. 

8. THE WORK IN GENERAL. 

1) The Principal. — The Principal was employed by the Local Boards in 
the Summer Schools held at New Haven, Philadelphia, Chautauqua and 
Chicago. His work in the office has been about the same in amount and 
character in former years. The labor involved is severe and taxing. But for 
the valuable aid rendered by assistants, especially Mr. Sanders and Mr. 
Crandall, it would have been impossible for the work to have been carried 
through. Mr. Sanders has aided especially in the external or aggressive 
work, Mr. Crandall in the internal work, that is, the work with those enrolled 
as students. For the work of the year in connection with the Institute, the 
Principal desires to receive no salary. 

2) The general aggressive work. — During the nine months beginning 
January 1st personal correspondence has been conducted with 191 persons in 
Hebrew and Cognates, 157 concerning Greek, 569 concerning English Bible, 42 
concerning Bible clubs, 170 concerning Summer Schools, 208 concerning 
matters of a general nature, more than 2,000 concerning examinations. The 
total number of letters sent out includes 1,327 to inquirers, 284 to names sent 
in by friends of the work, special letters sent to individuals whose names were 
in our files 4,999, general letters 7,267, dictated letters 4,350, examination 
letters (estimated) 9000, total 27,227. This estimate, except in two particulars, 
is by actual count. About 4,000 General Prospectuses, 15,000 Summer 
Prospectuses, and 25,000 smaller circulars have been distributed. 

3) Subscriptions. — Only $1,631 has been received from subscriptions, over 
against 5,413 in 1887, 4,881 in '86, 3,356 in 1888, 2,252 in 1889. The fact is that 
no particular effort was made to secure funds until toward the close' of the 
year. An earlier effort would have been made but for two reasons, (1) a 
hesitation to solicit funds in quarters in which the solicitation might interfere 
with the work of Local Boards, (2) a hope that, after all, the receipts might 
balance the expenditures. The contributions to Local Boards has amounted 
to about $560 to the New Haven Board, $1,100 to the Philadelphia Board, 
$1,000 to the Chicago Board, the aggregate being larger than in any previous 
year of the work. 

MEASURES ADOPTED BY THE DIRECTORS AT THE ANNUAL 

MEETING. 

1) Whereas, at a meeting of this Institute, held in New York, April 7, 
1890, it was voted, " that the Institute of Sacred Literature take the affairs of 
the Institute of Hebrew, when the latter has, by vote, passed them over to it," 
and 
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Whereas, this Institute is now officially informed that the Institute of 
Hebrew, at a meeting held in New York, October 25, 1890, has passed the 
following vote, viz., " that the work and assets of the Institute of Hebrew be 
passed over to the American Institute of Sacred Literature, on condition that 
said Institute assume the debts and obligations of the Institute of Hebrew, 
the date of the transfer to be Dec. 1, J889," therefore, 

Resolved, that this Institute does now accept the work and assets of the 
Institute of Hebrew, and also assumes the debts and obligations of the said 
Institute of Hebrew, as said work, assets, debts and obligations stood Dec. 1, 
1889. And, 

Whereas, this Institute has received a request from the Institute of Hebrew, 
that a statement of the general and financial situation of the Institute of 
Hebrew, at the date of transfer, and the reasons for this transfer, to be pre- 
pared by the Principal of Schools and Treasurer of that Institute, be spread 
upon the minutes of the American Institute of Sacred Literature, therefore, 

Resolved, that the Secretary be instructed to spread such a statement upon 
the minutes, when a copy of it shall be furnished him by the Principal of 
Schools and Treasurer of the Institute of Hebrew. 

2) That the Secretary be instructed to give notice to the Directors, before 
the next annual meeting, of the following proposed changes in the constitution, 
whereby the number of its Directors shall be increased by three, and whereby 
the time of its annual meeting shall be changed from October to November, 
viz. : — 

(1) to amend Article 5 by striking out the word fifteen and substituting the 
word eighteen, and by striking out the word five, thrice occurring, and sub- 
stituting the word six ; 

(2) to amend Article 8 by striking out the word October and substituting the 
word November. 

3) That the plan submitted by the Principal for state organization be 
approved, with the understanding that it be limited to Illinois and Kansas, 
for the present year, and that details be referred to the Executive Committee. 

4) That the Institute give special attention to the organization of Local 
Institutes along the lines of university extension. 

5) That a meeting be arranged for, in which papers shall be read upon some 
important Biblical theme by eminent men, said papers to be subsequently 
published in book form. 

6) That the Institute offer the following special examinations, with prizes, 
viz. : — 

(1) To Seniors and Juniors in College, an examination on some book of the 
English Bible or some Biblical topic, about the first week in May, 1891 ; 

(2) To Seniors and Juniors in College, an examination in the elements of 
Hebrew, about the first week in June, 1891 ; 

(3) To men entering the Divinity School, an examination in the elements of 
Hebrew, about the first week in October, 1891 ; 

(4) To men who have studied Hebrew one year in the Divinity School, an 
examination, about the first week in October, 1891. 

7) That an examination be offered Dec. 31, 1891, on the Life of the Christ, 
and also one on the Gospel of John. 

8) That the Secretary be requested to correspond with Schools, Colleges 
and Universities in the United States and Canada, with a view to a formulated 
statement concerning the amount and character of the instruction given in 
Hebrew, New Testament Greek, and the English Bible. 



